CHAPTER XIV
SWISS  WAR IN ITALY.     DIET OF COLOGNE
1511—1512
Maximilian has a wild plan of becoming Pope as well as Emperor— But Julius II recovers—Death of the Empress Bianca Sforza— The Swiss make war in Italy—Gaston de Foix takes Brescia, but dies in the hour of victory before Ravenna—Diet of Cologne— Important reforms suggested by Maximilian—Empire divided into circles for judicial purposes—Troubles with Charles Duke of Guilders.
WE Lave another curious insight into the wild dreams of the Emperor Maximilian, when the Pope was believed to be at the point of death in August 1511. He actually wrote to his daughter Marguerite with the extraordinary suggestion that he should be appointed Coadjutor to Julius II, and after his death should be elected Pope. This is the letter which some historians have looked upon as an elaborate joke, but in which he appears to have been quite serious.
September 18, 1511.
[Autograph]
" Very dear and much beloved daughter ... we send to-morrow Monsieur de Gurce, bishop, to Rome to the Pope to find some way in which we can agree with him to take us a coadjutor, in order that after
166f fifty thouiiami livreii to be voted for hiii um» evwry your. Tho Rugent of the Netherknd»i who             vnin Hftpeajjt fur the
